Aging in art: beyond stereotypes.
The human experience of aging has always been compelling for artists. This article examines what artists have expressed about demeaning stereotypes related to physical and psychological deprivations, social influence and power, and sexuality in old age. Artistic representations transcend demeaning stereotypes and unveil the truth behind misconceptions. They balance negative experiences of growing old with the forces of inner and social development and growth and reconcile the negative and positive in visions of old age as a valuable, constructive stage of life. The examination of 424 works of art representing old age suggests that art can be successfully discussed in terms of gerontological concepts. Artistic representations of old age can play a heuristic role as a resource for research.